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SEWELL

The 2000 science NAEP scores are being releasdtCB5/USDE tomorrow morning at
10:00 EST. Here are a few highlights from the rejpo case we get any phone calls
from the press. The following information is emipaed until 10:00 tomorrow:

* Results for the 2000 science assessment showadmficant change in grades 4 and
8 and showed a 3-point decline in grade 12 perfoo@aince 1996.

* There was no change between 1996 and 2000 in @raflstudents attaining any of
the achievement levels (advanced, proficient, hasidelow basic). There was a
slight increase in Grade 8 of students reachindgtio&cient level or beyond (29% in
1996 increased to 32% in 2000). At grade 12, #regntage of students at or above
Basic declined between 1996 (57%) and 2000 (53%).

* Mississippi’'s state Grade 4 average of 133 wasvw#ie national average of 148.

» Mississippi was one of 13 states that had loweragyee Grade 8 scale scores than the
national score. Mississippi had a Grade 8 aveodd84, while the national average
was 149 in 2000. However, Mississippi’'s 2000 ageraf 134 had improved one
point over our 1996 average of 133 (1996 nationsrage was 148). Other
southeastern states with lower than the nationala@e score included TX, LA, AR,
AL, GA and SC.

* Approximately 250,000 students participated in #ssessment: 50,000 in the
national assessment and 200,000 in the state ass®ss

» The assessment focused on three fields of studsth,e@hysical and life sciences.
» There were few changes between achievement leseliseby gender. The number

of males in Grade 8 at or aboReoficient increased between 1996 and 2000. But,
the number of Grade 12 male students at or aBasie declined.



There has been little change in science achieverokmicial/ethnic subgroups
between 1996 and 2000. White™graders showed a decline in the percentage of
students at or abov@asic. No other changes were statistically significant.
Achievement gaps between whites and black and Hispatudents remained
relatively unchanged since 1996.

According to Gary Phillips, Interim NCES Commisstonthe decline in scores
seemed to be in the central part of the country amdng higher socio-economic
students.

While teachers’ undergraduate major was not reltdegerformance at Grade 4" 8
graders whose teachers majored in science edudambhigher average scores (155)
than students whose teachers had not (151). $hidy it is important to have well
trained and qualified teachers in our classrooms.

At grade 4, results show thdf graders whose teachers reported using computers fo
playing learning games had higher scores (153) foarth graders whose teachers
did not (149). Likewise for'8graders, students whose teachers used computers fo
simulations and models or for data analysis hatidrigcores (155 for simulations;
156 for analysis) than students whose teachersadidndicate doing so (151 for
simulations; 150 for analysis).



